Experimental
General. 1 H and 13 C NMR spectra were recorded in CDCl 3 on a Bruker AV-400 spectrometer. Chemical shifts for 1 H NMR spectra are reported in ppm relative to residual CDCl 3 as internal reference (δ 7.26 ppm for 1 H) downfield from TMS, chemical shifts for 13 C NMR spectra are reported in ppm relative to internal CDCl 3 (δ 77.16 ppm for 13 C). Coupling constants (J) are given in Hertz (Hz). The terms m, s, d, t, q refer to multiplet, singlet, doublet, triplet, quartlet respectively; br refers to a broad signal. Reagents and solvents used were mostly AR grade. Silica gel coated plates were used for TLC.
Typical Procedure.
The mixture of α,β-Unsaturated Acids (0.5 mmol), Fe(NO 3 ) 3 (1.0 mmol), Pyridine (0.5 mmol) and toluene (2 ml) was stirred at 100 °C for 12 h. After cooling to r.t., the reaction mixture was washed with H2O (10 ml), and extracted by ethyl acetate for threetimes. The obtained top organic layer was dried with anhydrous MgSO4. The mixture was concentrated in vacuo and the residue was purified by column chromatography on silica gel (EA/n-Hexane=15%) to afford pure product.
Characteristic Data. 
(E)-1-methoxy-3-(2-nitrovinyl)benzene (2d

Cl (E)-1-chloro-4-(2-nitrovinyl)benzene (2h).
2 Yellow solid (59%, 54 mg). 
